CARUDA PURANAM.

to tner rifespfectlvfe nues. Greeii, white, yellow, brown, blue
and copper-coloured diamonds are ascribed to the direct
tutelage of the Sun, Varuna, Indra, the Fire-God, the Lord of
the Pitris and the Maruts, respectively.

A Brahmana is enjoined to wear a diamond which is
coloured like a eoiich shell, or a Kumuda flower or a white
crystal, whereas a Kshatriya should wear one that is coloured
brownish yellow like the eyes of a hare. A diamond possessed
of a soft greenish colour like the tender leaves of a plantain
tree, prove beneficial to a man of the Vaishya class, while a
Shudra. would do well to wear a diamond that has a lustre like
that of a newly washed sword. Diamonds which are coloured
yellow or possessed of a hue like that of a coral or a Java
flower, (China Rose) should be held as fit only for the use of a
king and would prove positively harmful to any man occupying
a lower position in life. A king in his capacity of the lord of
all the castes, is privileged to wear diamonds of any colour he
pleases, provided they are not vitiated by the prohibited
features, whereas such a conduct on the part of an ordinary
man4, is sure to be attended with evil consequences.

A diamond possessed of a double or dubious shade or
colour, should be looked upon as portending dire calamities
like the birth of an illegimate or half caste child in the family,
etc. A diamond ,should not be used only with a look to the
caste or class it specifically belongs to, inasmuch as a
diamond possessed of all the commendable features proves as
a source of boundless prosperity to its wearer, whereas a
diamond vitiated by any of the condemnabie traits, turns
out to be a spring of unmitigated evil.

A diamond with one ot its angles or boms broken or
mutilated, or looking as if scratched, withered or tramplei
down,'should not be retained in the household, though other-
wise possessed of all commendable features, as it would cer-
tainly bring ho*U of unsuspected evils in its train. The